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| Abstract |

A Refugee Family's Life in Korea: Regarding the
Qualifications for Members as a “Right to have rights”

Lee Yongseung (First Author, Daegu University)

Lee Eunjeong (Corresponding Author, Yeungnam University)

Are domestic settled refugees eligible to become members of Korean society?
This study was designed for the purpose of looking into the Korean life of a
refugee family who is ‘already’ a refugee but is ‘not yet refugee, and pondering
about the qualification for membership based on this. The paper focused on
‘membership,’ the right as a community member, as a way to overcome academic
inertia that exhibits the difficulties faced by refugees in Korea and suggest what
policies are needed to solve these difficulties, Hannah Arendt once referred to
the “right to have rights” as a right to belong to a political community, This article
reflected on the qualification to become a community member by taking a refugee
family which is the most difficult to become member in Korean society as an
example, The sub-components of membership were divided into legal status,
community familiarity, social connectedness, and rights, and the qualifications
for membership in each area were examined. In conclusion, it is argued that
as soon as migrants, including refugees, enter the territory of the community,
they reach the place which to make their actions and opinions meaningful, and

begin their journey as members.

(Key words) Refugees, Asylum seekers, Membership, Right to have rights
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